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Status 

_^J)D„Responsive-to.communication(s)-filecl on - — — — — — r^— — 

.2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final, 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1 935 CD. .1 1 , 453 0,G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E| .Claim(s) jtS is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
.6)13 Claim(s) 1:3 is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) __ is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requireme 
Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

W)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

. Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required ifthe drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonn PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)iaAII b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

2. (b) the. invention was patented or deiscribed in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the . 

^JJnited. States - .. • . .1 _ 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 P2(b) as being anticipated by 
Kilsdonk et a! or Welsh. 

The disclosure of Kilodonk provides a complete response to each and every 
element set forth in the claim. For example fig. 1 shows a key comprising a 
substantially L-shaped block 2 made of. a hard metal having a short^arm 10 and a long 
arm 26 having at a substantially mid portion a removal 'preventing protrusion 18. Also, 
Welsh, fig. 2 shows a key 62x comprising a substantially L-shaped block 116 made of a 
hard- metal having a short arm 1 28 and a long arm 90 having at a substantially mid 
portion a removal preventing protrusion 77. , 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 b3(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the pnor art are such that the subject matter as a wrtiole would have been obvious at the time the 
inventon was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Adams III in view of Hatch and Simmons et al. 
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. Adams, 1 1 1 , fig. 1 shows a connector having a plurality of keys 1 0, 1 1 , 1 2, an 
insulating block 2 having contacts 3, a metal shell 39 covering the block and a plurality 
of slots at the end of the block for receiving keys 1 0, 1 1 , 1 2. Adams, IN does not show . 
the keys being. L-shaped block having a removal preventing protrusions at a 
substantially mid portion of a long arm and the block being made of a hard metal. 



Hatch, figs. 7 and 12 show a key 50 being L-shaped block having a short arm 87 and a 
long arm 84 having removal preventing protrusion 88 at at a substantially mid portion 
thereof. Also, $immons, fig. 2 shows a key 43 being made of a hard metal. It would 

have been obvious to one with skilhn the art to form the keys to be L-shaped with 
featuresas described above, as taught by Adams, IH and Simmons, in order to provide 
better gripping and more strength for the keys. ' 

As to , claim 3, to form the outer surface of the metal shell with openings would 
have been an obvious of modification since such change would provide access to the 
remov^al preventing means for removing the keys. 

6. Kielstera et al, Lindeberg et al, Lee and LeRoy et al are cited for 
disclosure of electrical keyed connectors. 

. 7. Any inquiry concerning this comriiunication should be directed to Hien D 
Vu at telephone number (571) 272-2016. 
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